14

SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Beptamber 1040

Estimates of Construction Activity in the United States

HE catimates of copstruction scbivity presented

in tha following tables messure the value of con-
struction worle perfovmed, ns represented by actual
expenditures for labor, material, end other items.
Thay consequently differ from current series for build-
ing permits and contract awards, which messure the
vadus of construction work started.  They differ further
from &vwiloble ciorent series by attempling to provide
comprchensive coversge of all copstruction work in all
parts of the continental United Btates, whether done
on contract or by foree account, They include the
design, production, snd meintensoce of fixed works
and structures as well as gubstentie]l chonges in the
esrth’s topography. They inelude the valee and cost
of installation of aquipment {such ne plumbing, heating:,
and lighting equipment sad elevstors) which iz an
integral port of the structure. They do not includs
factory machinel'y, power-generating snd other mov-
able equiprant, shipbwldiog, or land costs.

The estimates are eompiled by the Burvau of Foreigo
avdd Domestie Commidros, on the bagia of data from »
varioty of ssurces, the most important of whish are the
F. W. Dodge Corporation, the Bureau of the Clensus,
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and the Bureau of the
Budget. A complete discussion of the sources, con-
capts, scope, smd limitations of the estimnies sppents in
Construction Activity in the United States, 1915-37,
Domestic Commeres Seriaz e, 99, copies of which may
bo purchased from the Government Printing Office at
p pries of 15 cents. Annual figures beginning with
1915, substantinlly comparabla with those presented
below, are pvailable in thot publication, as supple-
mented by Retent Developments in Construetion

Activiby, Survey of Cwrent Businesa, Auwrust 1939,

Since the last publication of tha complete estimntes
{in August 1939), varions revizsions have been made.
in many cases, data for 1938 have besn revised on the
bosis of mora complete figures from primary sources,
In additicn, certain chonges Love been mads in the
nmcthods of catimnte, TFor factory and commercial
construction, the method previously used for securing
estimoies of expenditures from dota on work started
hes been improved by shortening the average period
over which canstruction is pssumed to extend, though
tha assurpticn hee been contioued thei expenditures
ara evenly disitibuted throughout the period of con-
plruction. For commercinl buildings, the period has”
beea shortened From 12 o 8§ months; for fastory huld-
ing, fromm 9 60 6 montha, Thesse shorter conabrustion
periods have besn u.pphad in computing the estimatcs
for 1938 ond 1039. .

For private nonfarm residentinl building, o somewhat

‘pimilar method of computation has been used for the

years 1937-29. Avnunl estimates of the value of con-
pruction started during ench ealandar year, based on
estimntes of the Bureau of Lahor Statistica, were distrib-
uted by months on the basis of monthly data for build-
ing permita. These monthly estimates for work started
wera than converted to an expenditurs basis by assum-
ing thot residentinl work siarted in aoy month wos
done during tha following 12 months, with the major
part of the work completed in the first £ or § months.
In muking this distribution four pagterna were vaed,
one for worle started in snch of the four sezsons. . Tha
aams adjustmenis for undsr-rapurtmg, Inpsus and
ndditiona were made 1a in previous estimafes. -

Table 1.—Eatimated Valus of Private and Public Consteuction, Including Mew Construction, Malntenanca, and Work-Retial
Lonstructiom !
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Tabls 2.—Eatimated Value of New Conatruction, iy Principal
Uses or Funictlons of Fiolects !
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Table 3.~EBetimoted Valug of New Publ: Conatructian, by
Lltimmate Source of Fonds and by Owonership!
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Table L. —Estimoted Expenditores for the Maintenance of
Fized Works and Structures?
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Table 5.—Estimated Work-Rallaf E:gtnditum tor
Construciion Purposee
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